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English Language

— 59 senior form students from Form
4 and Form 5 received English
reading training and participated in
the English Buddy Reading Program
2014, which was co-organised with
Shatin Tsung Tsin School, from
January to April, 2014.

ol Inter-school HKDSE oral practices
were arranged for F.6 students.

Open Competitions

— Atotal of 75 students participated
in the 64th Hong Kong Speech
Festival (English Stream) in Solo
Verse Speaking, Solo Prose Reading,
Dramatic Duologue, Rehearsed
Original Scene and Shakespeare
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Monologue categories. The schoo
was awarded 8 champions, 5 first
runner-ups and 6 second runner-ups.

o In April, the school” s English Senior
Debating Team participated in
the 2014 Hong Kong Inter-schoo
Mock Trial Competition organized
by Arch Education. Our students
have received the most number of
individual awards in the competition.
48 Kenneth Tsang Tak Hei, 4B
Ulrico Hoepli and 5B Chui Pui Sang
Genkiwere awarded Honorable
Mention, Outstanding barrister and
Outstanding Witness respectively.

o 3C Liu Ming Wai was awarded Best
English Writing (Junior Section) in
The 10th Biliteracy & Trilingualism
Composition and Speech
Competition. 3C Leung Wing Chun
has also received a Merit Prize for her
writing in this competition.

School Activities

— Inter-class competitions were held
for junior form students, including
F.1 Story Telling Competition, F.2
Filmmaking Competition, and .3
English Drama Competition.

o A School Outing enhancing
students’ communication skills by
interviewing tourists at the Peak and
Stanley was arranged for .1 students
on 28th March 2014

o3 The English Society organised a
variety of activities on the English
Days, including Chinese New Year
Fun Fair, Easter Egg Hunt and
Scrabble Competition etc.

< To enhance the reading habit of
students, an Extensive Reading
Scheme was launched for junior form
students throughout the year.
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3C Vicky Lee Wing Ki

In this trip, we were very lucky to have

Ho Lap College, EOD and STFA Wu Siu Kui
Memorial School with us. They were very
good dancers. What surprised me was not
how good they were, but the fact that all
three schools had such a close relationship.
| predicted that we would just chat and play
among ourselves before the trip. Instead,
we shared marshmallows and learned from
other countries together. At the end of each
day’s parade, we had a performance in a

square. When it was our school’s turn to
perform, Ho Lap College’s students cheered
for us. | was very touched. | never thought
that our relationship could be so close. We
didn't hesitate to cheer for them when it was
their turn to perform.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to have an exchange in Serbia. | would
not have visited Serbia if not for this trip. It
turned out to be a really meaningful visit. We
enjoyed the company of the locals. Even
though we could not communicate very well
due to the language barrier, we could sense
their enthusiasm. People asked us to take
photos with them along the parade route and
in the stadium where we performed at night.
| have never felt this kind of warmth from
complete strangers before. It was a new and
pleasant experience for us.

The schedule of the days in Pirot was
quite tough. We often stayed awake until 2
am. | found it hard to stay awake throughout
the day but all this was worth it. We had a
great time parading and performing in the
concert. We also enjoyed the party after
dinner during which everyone danced in
the restaurant. It was tiring but we had a lot
of fun. It was an experience | would never
forget in my life.
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Okinawa Study Tour Sharing
Mr. SH Ngan

During the Easter Holiday, | joined the study tour to Okinawa with 30 students. | expected that | would see the beautiful
scenery of Okinawa with sunset and beaches. Of course | really saw these views, but the most impressive aspect for me was
found in the memorial site of Second World War — Himeyuri Peace Museum (1B SHEITRERIER ).

This museum is built to commemorate 222 students and 18 teachers from the Female Division of the Okinawa Normal School
and the Okinawa First Girls' High School. They formed a nursing unit for the Japanese Army during the Battle of Okinawa in
1945. Most of them were killed or committed suicide during the war.

When | was visiting the museum, | saw a group of primary students paying a silent tribute in front of the Himeyuri
Monument. | wondered how much they knew about the story of these people who lived more than a half century ago. |
thought there must be someone who has kept on telling the story to the youngsters. Why do the Japanese insist on passing
the story to the next generation? | think that it's simply because of their respectful spirit. The Japanese highly respect their
nation's heroes even though they were defeated. Is this attitude also found in our country? "Do | know any people that gave
their lives in the war? Do we respect those who fight for freedom?" It gave me pause to reflect.

Right after the Second World War, the civil war broke out immediately in China. People fought with each other and
without learning anything from the war. | am afraid that we only appreciate money and power and see ourselves as being
more important than anyone else. | think that's why there is so much corruption and cheating found in China. In Hong Kong,
we also find students showing no respect to teachers, and even to their parents. A society like that cannot grow properly in a
positive direction.

I don't highly regard those who initiated the war, but | appreciate the attitude of those people who contributed their lives
to their country. We need more selflessness if we want to better our society.

Mr. KH Tang

It was the second time | have visited Okinawa. As a teacher advisor of the study tour this time, | discovered more about
the historical relationship among Okinawa, Japan and China through the preparation and site-visit with my colleagues and
students. There were lots of impressive moments for me in this trip. | would like to share some of my experiences.

I still remember what my students and | have seen and learnt from the Okinawa Prefectural Museum in the trip. Many
historical relics are displayed in the Museum. Those relics attracted me a lot. However it was not easy to read the historical
packgrounds and stories from the relics by ourselves. | need to thank professor Lam, who was the advisor of the study
tour, for his detailed descriptions of the relics and the history behind them. A number of our students were engaged by his
enthusiastic explanation. He introduced to us the international relationship between the Ryukyu Kingdom (Ancient Okinawa)
and China, and how the Ryukyu Kingdom became today's Okinawa today. We began to understand why the culture of
Okinawa we observe these days is so different from the mainland of Japan.

Another scene which impressed me a lot is the workshop of the indigo dyeing. It is really a great experience to learn
and try the indigo dyeing together with the students. We followed the instructions of the Japanese teacher and designed our
own indigo dyeing cloth. | enjoyed trying something new and working for the same goal with my students. And | found that
they are much more talented in the DIY than me.

There were still many other memorable moments. In general, | enjoyed and treasured every moment of this study tour.
This is not only due to what we have learnt, but also the relationship built between the teachers and students as well as the
culture of Okinawa.

3C Lai Chin Ching
The trip was very special in two ways. One is that besides visiting museums and aquariums, we could also go to
university to communicate and exchange thoughts with the locals. It was really a valuable opportunity for us, since you
usually won't get to know them or even chit-chat with them. We arrived at Meio University on the second morning. After a
few greetings, we presented the project we had been working on before the trip. The project is mainly about the relations
between China, Taiwan and Hong Kong as well as the Sino-dapan relationship. | was quite confused about this topic at first,
because | thought we were going to discuss the cultural differences. But then | knew it was because the university students
are studying international relationships and they are unacquainted with this topic. In groups, we asked many questions about
their everyday life. And | discovered that they really like a soup called 'mi-so shi-ru', and drink it every day, no matter whether
it is breakfast, lunch or dinner. It is quite amazing that they can drink it all day but not get sick of it, especially because it is
extraordinarily salty. After the discussion, we ate a lunch box together, which the Japanese called 'bento' , meaning food in
a box.

3C Lee Tin Yuet

After joining this trip, | have learnt many, many things. The Japanese very polite to everyone. | once entered a shop to

buy souvenirs. The shopkeeper wrote the price on her hands, since we couldn't communicate well. Although the Japanese

might not understand what you are saying, they still smile at you and show respect to you. Also, the Japanese are extremely

disciplined. When we went to a place where we could feed animals, there was a box of food and a box beside it. The box
beside was used to collect the money from people buying the food. But there was no one nearby.
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4A Liu Hoi Ki

On the last day, | went to a food court and ordered a bow!l of Okinawan noodles. | got the lunch and wanted to start
eating. However, an Okinawan woman stopped me and spoke to me in Japanese. At that time, | was very confused. She
kept on talking to me but | couldn't understand what she was saying. At last, she stopped and went away. | thought it was so
strange that she suddenly went away while talking to another person. But | started to eat my lunch again. The woman came
back with seasoning powder. Finally | understood that she was suggesting that | ate the noodles with the seasoning powder
which could make the noodles taste better. | think if more people in Hong Kong were willing to talk to the tourists, their
impressions of Hong Kong would be more positive.

4B Leung Oi Yin

The visit of Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum, | have seen made Japan from a different perspective. As

we all know, Japan was defeated in the Second World War. Her invasion of China and other Asian countries is a fact. After

visiting the museum, | realised that many people living in Okinawa suffered in the war. Many innocent citizens were killed

and injured. People living there would not want wars to happen again. There were many photos of the past displayed at the

information center. | saw a local secondary school girl crying in front of the photos. | am sure no one wants such a tragic
history to be replayed.

5C Lai Chun Ming

Unlike people in Hong Kong, people in Okinawa are more willing to give a helping hand. Also, they are much more
considerate as they were not talking out loud and disturbing others. To my surprise, the university students there were shy.
My impression of the university students is that they are outspoken. When | was in Meio University, | found the students
there were shy when it comes to asking questions. Although they were unwilling to ask questions, we could still feel their
enthusiasm when they answered our questions.

We visited many museums which show the history of Okinawa. Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Park impressed
me the most. During the Second World War, many soldiers and civilians were killed brutally. The park is the place where the
victims' names are kept. The victim's names are put on many large smooth stone slabs. The first astonishing fact to me is the
number of victims. The war took many innocent lives away cruelly. The fact which really amazed me was the attitude of the
Japanese towards the dead. The keeper of the park renews the name list and adds or crosses out the names. Their enemies
during the war was the US army, but they still record them on the steles right next to the Japanese soldiers. The admiration
they show to the dead has overcome the enmity the locals have towards the US.
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Having resided in Shatin since | was a
child, BLMCSS had always been a school
that seemed instantly familiar yet completely
distant. It was not difficult for me to come
across pupils of this school every now and
then around the district, whose bright and
beaming faces had always brought around a
friendly and pleasant kind of atmosphere.

It wasn™ t until the time when | started
teaching here last September that | began to
get a clearer insight into their true character.
At BLMCSS, teachers are not only merely
teaching what is on the books, but they are
also devoting a lot of extra time caring about
their students. Students are in turn very
willing to express and reveal their thoughts
to the teachers, which can be observed by
how students lunching out with teachers has
almost become a daily common practice.
The strong ties built on mutual trust and
respect between teachers and students
have given the students lots of freedom and
opportunities to come up with ideas, and the
wide flexibility allowed has easily brought
those bright and creative ideas of theirs into
practice. Growing up in such a supportive,
trusting and caring community would
undoubtedly be able to bring out the best of
students.

Over the year, | was fortunate to have
the opportunity to train students for the Hong
Kong Schools Speech Festival and lead
students of the English Society in organising
different activities and events during
English Days. Although my opportunities in
interacting with students this year was not as
much, the perseverance of the students in
tackling each of their tasks has left me with
a lasting impression. They were very self-
motivated learners and were always well-
prepared for each training session. With their
conscientious effort and high capability, their
work usually turns out to be rather promising
and rewarding.

| would like to thank the school for giving
me the opportunity to teach and work in this
wonderful community alongside such caring
and inspiring colleagues. Without their
gentle yet substantial support as well as their
constant insightful advice, | would not have
been able to have garnered so much from
this very fruitful year of mine. | look forward
to further exploring what the school will offer
in the upcoming year.
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