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Internal Activities

«— 1.In this academic year, the English
Department tailors a variety of
activities for different forms of
students; they are F.1 Story Telling
Competition, F.2 Script Dubbing
Competition, F.3 English Dramatic
Duologue Competition.

ol An English speaking environment
is important to students. The
English Society organises varies
activities on the English Speaking

Days, including School Scrabble
Competition, Spelling Bee,
Charades, etc.
o Extensive Reading Scheme is
provided for junior forms students
throughout the year.

External Activities
— On 15th March, 2011, a School
Outing was arranged for F.1
Students. To enhance their
communication skills, students did
interviews with the tourists at the
Peak and Stanley.
ol In May 2012, six students
participated in the inter-school
scrabble competition organised
by the Chatteris Educational
Foundation.

Open Competition

~ Around 100 students participated
in the 63rd Hong Kong Speech
Festival (English Stream), under
solo verse speaking, solo prose
reading, dramatic duologue, and
public speaking categories. The
school is honoured with 5 first
places, 12 second places and 6
third places.

o English Debating team participated
in varies open debating
competitions every year. This
year, the debating team is divided
into junior and senior teams,
and joined, the NESTA-SCMP
Debating Competition, a yearlong
competition.
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The Newbie NET

Miss Deborah Jane WARTON
It seems part of the Chinese psyche to be curious
about how they are viewed by outsiders. Although |
am new to this school, | have had years of experience
at another Hong Kong school. For many years when |
was asked to talk, | was often instructed to discuss the
differences between Hong Kong and Australian schools.
The thing that has always struck me is the similarities
between the two systems. Kids are kids and schools
have hardworking and conscientious teachers. Staff
meetings are universally disliked.
| am very aware that just like Australia, all schools
in Hong Kong have their own established mode of
operation. The entrenched environment is chiefly
responsible for a functional or dysfunctional school
culture. Before applying for the position at Baptist Lui
Ming Choi, I did what the police would call a “background

check”. | wanted to ensure that | was going to be
working in a non toxic school environment. The
feedback was positive, so | was emboldened to apply.

Our actual school campus is underwhelming when
compared to the slicker, more spacious campuses of
many other Hong Kong schools. The school | had just
left in Sydney had rolling lawns where the girls would
sit on blankets or at picnic tables as they ate their
lunch. We regularly had hapless birds flying through
the corridors looking for an escape route. It was not
uncommon to see rabbits sitting calmly outside the
school chapel, quietly nibbling on the grass.

The BLMCSS campus therefore came as quite a
contrast, wedged between a busy road and another
school. Somehow, the limited physical space has
worked to the school's advantage. | was surprised to see
students and teachers cheek by jowl in the staffroom at
recess and after school. The school’s physical limitations
appear to have acted as a positive force which requires
everyone to closely interact.

| was also surprised to see that teachers may be
challenging a student about their homework or general
behaviour but later they will go out together and share
lunch. From my experience, this process of socialisation
between the staff and students is uncommon. It does not
seem to blur the discipline line but actually succeeds
in humanising the school and facilitates the spirit of
cooperation that permeates the school.

One of my first, strong impressions of the school
came within days of the beginning of the term. | was
approached by some senior girls who wanted to book
me up for regular lunches. | was impressed by their
friendly nature and the fact that they were brave enough
to approach the new, foreign teacher. They did not just
want to practise their English but actually were keen to
expand their cultural horizons by talking about general
topics of interest like books and films. After encountering
these two students, | felt assured that coming to
BLMCSS had been a good decision. The school has a
gentle strength that nourishes both staff and students.
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From our dearest exchange student -
Maddie 5C

"The exchange year is not a year in a
life, but a life in one year" this is one of the
AFS quotes which | think can describe in one
sentence this type of experience.

| left home on the 17th of August 2011,
with a huge luggage, maybe too big, and
a mix of emotions never felt before. | was
going to take a flight for a new country, with a
different life style, culture and language.

| still remember when | almost arrived at
Hong Kong, after 12 hours on the airplane,
a strong sound woke me, which was a song,
Beyond's song, and | suddenly thought:
"What am | doing here?" but everything has
changed since that day.

| had a huge amount of new
experiences, in each aspect of my life.

School Life: Before coming to Hong
Kong, all the AFS volunteers warned me,
saying that the Hong Kong education system
is very hard, but | think even they couldn't
imagine how hard it is; actually just recently |
really understand the exact meaning of IES,
SBA, DSE or all the other assignments.

I've experienced for the first time in my
life, and | think the last one too, swimming
gala and athletic meet. | loved the healthy
and funny environment given by the
individual competitions, but mostly by the
inter-house competitions among the four
houses blue, red, green and yellow.

Teachers are ready to help students
anytime, anywhere in all kinds of competitions
and activities including class-board and

class tee competition, extra-curricular
activities, arts gala, lunch concerts and L
Music Cafe. | concluded then that studying
in Lui Ming Choi is very stressful and tiring,
but stimulating as well; so different from my
Italian school where we usually go just for the
lessons and then rush home to study.

Friendships: | realized with my exchange
program that without my natural family with
whom | can discuss all my problems, staying
with friends is the only way to face any
difficulties and keep going even though |
don't succeed.

Being honest | never felt lonely in Lui
Ming Choi. | was always supported by
my teachers, and surrounded by a lot of
schoolmates and classmates. All of them
are different. For this reason our friendship is
even more interesting.

Finally I'm here, at the end of May,
hoping to start all over again, and extremely
jealous of the next exchange student. |
just want to say thank you to everyone for
everything. You make this year the best and
the most unforgettable ever!

From Dorcas Chak 5C

The first impression | had for Maddie
was that she was shy but at the same time |
felt that she could be a really good friend. It
turns out that | was partly right, as Maddie
is a very kind and easy-going girl. Although
| have just known her for 8 months, | can
trust her and talk to her as if I've known her
for 2 or 3 years. Maddie and | would talk
about special things that happened before
we met, or talk about everyday things such
as how the lessons were, interesting daily
experiences, etc. She also told me how she
felt about Chinese traditions and festivals,
and differences between Hong Kong and
Italy that amazed her. Thanks God for
sending Maddie to us as she has given us a
lot of heartwarming and wonderful memories.
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£ 30/4/2012 BY Arts Gala B8 - §—NPIORDAE 2
BILEEMEranEm2E TIED - 815 :
Visual Arts

Ceramics : Mandy Woo
Modern Chinese Calligraphy : Kwok Yuk-mei
DIY Accessories : Kiwi Liu

Pin-hole photographic experience : Ceci Liu
Music

Musical and Opera : Chan Chun Han Eliza
Vocal Training  : Amanda Li

Band Clinic : Lau Yin Chiu

A cappella 1 —&8)508 Yat Po Singers

Dance

Jazz Funk : Hong Kong Funky Dance Centre

| Kelley Production Co. Ltd.
Musical Dance : Candy Ng
Learn To Dance Waltz : Clara
Drama/Performing Arts
RSB Bl BRERTRDS
Fung's Magic Adventure : Ip Mong Fung
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