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During the Easter Holiday, | joined the Okinawa study tour M

with 30 students. | expected to see beautiful sceneries of Okinawa

R ED : BABR MRS EX B T

TEa

with sunset and beaches. Of course | had seen those spectacular This study trip to Okina
views, but the most impressive one was found at the memorial site definitely enjoyable and fulf\'nlll? o
of Second World War — Himeyuri Peace Museum( 1 & & i & learnt a Iot in this trip, not ju lt o
ZRIEE ). This museum was built to commemorate the students and Okinawa, but also the c’:ompljexS al?gut
teachers from the Female Division of the Okinawa Normal School of East Asia (to the court:;) o
and the Okinawa First Girls' High School, a total of 222 students Professor Lam). But most importa)rlltl(;/]c

and 18 teachers. They formed a nursing unit for the Japanese Army

during the Battle of Okinawa in 1945. Most of them were either

killed or has committed suicide during the war. must strive fo
r.

When | was visiting the museum, | saw a group of primary
students paying their silenced tribute in front of the Himeyuri
Monument. | wondered how much did they know about the story of these people who lived more than a
half century ago. Probably they must have heard those stories from the elder family members. Why did
the Japanese people keep passing on their history to the next generation? | think it's simply because of
their respectful spirit. Japanese people highly respect their nation's heroes even if they were defeated.
Is this attitude found in our country? Do | know anyone who has given up their lives in the war? Have
we paid respect to those who fight for freedom? These question has made me pause to reflect.

| don't respect those who initiated the war, but | appreciate the attitude of those people who had
contributed their lives to their country. We need more selflessness if we want our society to be better.

;]s the politeness and helpfulness |
ba'\./e Iear.nt from the Okinawans. |
€lieve this is something that we éll

9
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It has always been a pleasant experience to be part of the overseas trips with our students, as well
as seeing the improvement students gained via the culture exchange activities. In the last evening seminar,
everyone shares their unique experience which was obtained through their understanding of the culture of
Okinawa, as well as their conversations with fellow students at MEIO University.

In our memory, Japan is a country of orderliness, cleanness and meticulousness. It is perfectly reflected
in Okinawa. These characteristics can be found everywhere in the city. For instance, if you are shopping for
some glassware, the shopkeepers will wrap the goods in exquisite packaging. They didn’t only provide separate
shopping bags for you in case you need to give them as presents, but also provide you with a bigger outer bag
if they saw you were already carrying other purchases. Another example is that when you are buying a packed
lunch, the delicious food is always presented in a nicely decorated container, as well as wrapped with elegant
wrapping paper. Although it did not look very environmentally friendly at first, the restaurateur will carefully
separate leftovers from the container and recycle them according to their materials. Nothing was wasted. We
were very impressed by their action. It was a good lesson that we will never learn from the class.

Another imposing experience we gained from the trip was the memorial stones in the Okinawa Prefectural
Peace Memorial Museum. The memorial stones in the yard hold the name lists of fallen soldiers from every
country who died in Okinawa during the World War 1. Together with the visits to Himeyuri Peace Museum and
The Former Japanese Navy Underground Headquarters, they send a strong message to us — How sinful and
inhuman all the wars are. Such an environment left enough space for the next generation to think what legacy of
wars really left behind for us and how important peace is to this planet.

| still remember what my students and
| had seen and learnt from the Okinawa
Prefectural Museum in the trip. Many
historical relics were displayed in the
Museum. Those relics have caught my
attention. However, it was not easy to read
and comprehend the historical backgrounds

i .
and stories from the relics all by ourselves. | ::tpa.neSe peoplegatrhls trip, | have |
need to thank Professor Lam, the advisor of r ering g shop to bue very polite, | - Mt a oy
our study tour, for his detailed descriptions oo Ote the price on hey >ouvenirs. T, sh eMbered
of the relics and the history behind them. A notmmUmCate wel| Althr hands becauys OPkeeper
number of our students were engaged by his ang Understang What OUQ. apaneg Dwe e
enthusiastic explanation. He introduced us the oxt Show yo,, resp cV:e >a1d, they WOuldome might
international relationship between the Ryukyu " remely wey discip; €se people Still smite
Kingdom (Ancient Okinawa) and China, and foosre We coylqg foeq ’;ec_i N we went tare 2
how the Ryukyu Kingdom has become today's peo Iand 4 Separate o Nimajs, here Was 0 a park
Okinawa. We began to understand why Butﬁ,e ho has boy hX used O collect moa 00 of
the culture of Okinawa we see today is soO that chre.vf, noo eghé t:e 0od f e ;s.y from
Bremron vl e L e

S Used jn the ¢ t’ therefore -

of Okinawan noodles. | got my
e in Japanese. |

C()U\dl t u \delst S e eve ltua\\y
a B

y t g 3 W Way a“d {r ed la\kll g

ver strar e, sl ce s e er ta

ack with a bottle
| started to have my lunch again,.the womaneZ?r::d?ng K ing
o on e Whe'n ; nderstood that she was trying to .sugg. g iy o
e i e Ud the taste would be petter. | believe if mc‘)ady o S
g o ?Ooq}t?\stszut?)uar?sts in Hong Kong just like the Japaneseé ,
to communicate wi

i ositive.
made by the tourists to Hong Kong will be more p

and ordered 2 bow!

d court
o topped me an

t. An Okinawan woman S
. me but

On the last day, | went to @

to ea
nch and started :
\vlias very confused. She kept on talking to

s
stopped and went away- | thought she wa




4B Leung 0i Yin

After the visj .
o, | hav\;l:tdc::fgkmtawa Prefectural Peace Memorial
ent perspecti
Ja Ive of Ja
Pan was defeated in the Second WZ?]Z' CVS we all
ar, and

Muse
know,

;10 gr.1e wants such g tragic hi
amilies and themselves

w the Japanese felt about
Japanese people felt safe
e. The US Army protected
It safe but meanwhile some
found hitting innocent citizens
big contrast on their feelings.

| wouldn’t have known that they would feel safe. | just
thought to myself if some armies were guarding my own
country, it would make me feel both weird and frightened
at the same time as they may easily invade our land.

After this trip to Okinawa, | have learnt Japanese
people are really polite. They bow as a greeting and also
as a respect to others. The toilets were very clean in
Japan. The floor didn’t have puddles of water on it, not
even water droplets. The toilets didn't smell. The toilets
inside the hotel rooms has even a spigot on top of the tank
which allows users to conserve water by washing their
hands with the same water which would be used for the

next flush.

| in e

I've learned a lot in this trip. During the visit
of the Museum of History, | learned about the
relationship between the Okinawa people and
the Chinese in the past. | am very grateful that
Professor Lam was with us in this trip, telling a lot
about the history of Okinawa and Japan. | believe
all of us have benefited a lot from his words. |
even tried to paint a traditional stone lion statue
myself. At first | thought it would be very easy, but
it was actually very challenging for me to make it
really beautiful since it required lots of patience.

When we asked about ho

the US Army in Okinawa, the
and in danger at the same tim

them and made them fe
drunken US soldiers were
in Okinawa. This made a

| ¢ L coun ine

We visited many museums showing the history of
Okinawa. Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Park
has impressed me the most. During the Second World
War, many soldiers and civilians were brutally killed.
The park was the place where the victims' names were
kept. The victims’ names were put on many large smooth
stone slabs. The astonishing fact to me is the number of
victims. The war took many innocent lives away cruelly.
The fact which really amazed me was the attitude of
Japanese people towards the dead. The keeper of the
park renewed the name list every now and then, adding
and crossing out names. Their enemies during the war
was the US army, but they still recorded their names
on the steles right next to the Japanese soldiers. The
admiration they showed to the dead had overcome the
enmity of the locals towards the US.

able moments throughout the
is the time we spent with local

There were many unforgett

trip. The most unforgettable one
university students. Before we met them, we had to think of

questions to ask them. However, the fact was that we couldn’t
communicate well due to the language barrier between us. We
often needed search on the internet for translations. Luckily,
as one of us can speak a bit of Japanese, our conversation
became much easier because of her instant and accurate
translations. During the conversation, | discovered that
Japanese people were really friendly. Although it was difficult
to communicate, they would try their best to answer our
questions. | have also found that they had a high awareness of
recycling. After our lunch, they would separate the food waste,
lunch boxes and other rubbish. | think this is the one thing that

we should learn from them.
In this stud
y tour, | think th :
beautiful at designing the
pattern or shapes is the most intereStlil;Z C#Ohth
. The

p ocess seen ed ve eas tO us at |St. € cou d make
y
y W
. k

cloth, | fi , when | sta i
finally knew the difficulties. |t Wasrt/eedrydsslg(]jn;ng the
ard to hold

:L]e chopsticks onto the cloth and w
e cloth. | have to ask the teachers

to finish my desi
y design. | felt very embarrassed at first but
very

: po happy after | have dried up the cloth a

nd designed the beautiful

near my desk. When
. : ever | se
happy times in Okinawa. e the cl
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