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Journey with Seven Dwarves

Miss Deborah Warton

Iwas informed that seven F.3 students wished to
study the DSE English in Literature course in F.4. | am
aware that seven is a loaded word in Cantonese slang but
my thoughts turned to a famous movie: Akira Kurosawa’s
Seven Samurai. In the Kurosawa film seven samurai save
a village from a band of bad guys. Four samurai however
die in the process. The students however immediately
referenced Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs which
although involving a near death experience, ends much
more positively. Coincidentally, many of the texts that we
have to study involve characters dying or poets musing on
the impermanence of life.

The course is demanding and requires that students
respond to texts at a native English level of competence. |
found it quite daunting at the outset. | had to ensure that
the students understood the texts and help equip them
with the skills and confidence to thoughtfully analyse
poetry, short stories, novels, films and plays.

A Dwartf's Reflection

4D Ally Chan

Dreading getting out of bed every morning and
thinking about the lessons ahead for the day — does that
sound like your morning routine? | guess this goes the
same for me. However, a pang of joy always hits me when
| realize it is a Wednesday or Thursday as it means there is
going to be a literature lesson after school.

The first impression people normally have of literature is
Shakespeare, one of the greatest playwrights. The “Romeo,
Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?” Shakespearean
English might sound scary to many people and put a halt
to their exploration of this magnificent language. However,
Shakespeare is only a part of literature, not all of it. During
literature lessons, following the DSE curriculum, we read
inspiring books such as To Kill a Mockingbird and watch
great movies such as Life of Pi. Certainly, school and the
exams might kill the fun in literature as we often have to
write long essays analyzing texts, but the thrill when you
analyze texts, realizing how you have been manipulated by
the creators of the texts is often mesmerizing.

Looking back at our path in fighting for literature, we

What could have been three hours a week of torture
after school for all of us has instead become the highlight
of my teaching week. Despite the level of difficulty of
the course, the students show a level of interest and
enthusiasm that is energising. A curious phenomenon has
evolved however. After submitting their essays, they go out
of their way to avoid me or try not to establish eye contact
when they come into the staffroom. Apparently they are
afraid of seeing my facial expression in response to their
essays.

It is a giant leap from the general F.3 standard of English
to DSE Literature in English and | prefer to use the analogy
of stories like Jack and the Beanstalk or David and Goliath
where diminutive characters manage to slay enormous
opponents through sheer grit and determination. The
literature students are armed only with their intelligence
and diligence but possess the tools to achieve their giant
slaying ambitions.

sometimes do feel ambivalent about our choice. Certainly,
we all enjoy the lessons, but it is undeniable that this
subject is challenging. Most students studying it are higher-
tier students, English-wise. The defeat we go through when
receiving low grades even after weeks of hard work can
sometimes cause stress and agitation. As students who are
soon to be sitting for the DSE, knowing that we are going
against approximately four hundred high-caliber students
in English is certainly frightening, especially given our lack
of experience. However, we often remind ourselves of
the passion we have for literature, of being stimulated by
immersing ourselves in the beautiful words. Even though
we might be exhausted by the lessons beforehand, this is
one of the many reasons why we can still attend literature
lessons with gaiety.

The writer of the Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
said it best, “That is part of the beauty of all literature. You
discover that your longings are universal longings, that
you’re not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.”
Nothing will ever diminish our love of English literature.
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