Find Your Goal, Thrive for it without Hesitation
5B Tsui Siu Nga

Two years ago, | never imagined who | would become. At that
time, getting good grades seemed to be my only goal. My
attitudes took a turn | saw the outstanding student of the year
receive his award on stage at the Form 3 graduation ceremony.
When the emcee read out his achievements, it suddenly
dawned on me that excellence not only meant having
impressive academic results but also doing great in various
aspects. At that time, | joked with my friends that | would be
the one standing on stage in two years, but even now, | still
cannot believe that day is almost here.

Perhaps by that inspired moment, | began to join various
extracurricular activities to try new things and challenge myself
since then. | never dared to speak on stage before, let alone
participating in a debate competition. But with the
encouragement and support of my classmates, | mustered the
courage to take that historic step to represent my class in the
Form 4 debate competition. My teammates helped me a lot
from the first rounds to the semifinals, which eventually earned
us a place in the finals. | remember standing in the hall with a
hundred people staring at me, | could hear the echo of the
microphone as | trembled and stumbled through my argument.
| was scared but also brave. At least | dared stand up and
challenge myself.

This competition seemed to have turned on the switch within
me, and | became more motivated and looked forward to my
next breakthrough. Later, | signed up for many different
activities such as mock trial and biological literacy competition.
Each of them was a completely new experience for me, and
each was a step forward. Along the way, | met many people,
including peers who were much more talented than me.
Working with them allows me to learn a lot. Of course, there
were also times when | had arguments and conflicts with
teammates, but these experiences also guided me to keep
moving forward.

Over the past two years, | also tried to participate in some
elections, which required filling out numerous resumes, writing
personal essays, and attending countless interviews and
training sessions. These left me with inadequate time to
prepare for tests and exams. Some people asked me if these
activities were worth the time and effort since they did not
guarantee a prize. Indeed, sometimes | spent a lot of time
writing a long article but failed to even advance to the first
round. The other time, | made to the semifinals but did not win
the award at the end. It was frustrating. These experiences told
me that I still have room for improvement and they gave me the
motivation to keep pushing forward. Perhaps the effort | putin
won't always have the desired result, but it gave me a chance
to challenge myself.

| was not the only one struggling along this path. Besides my
friends, teachers at LMC also gave me a lot of encouragement.
Sometimes | would hesitate and felt like | was not qualified to
participate in these activities, but they would say ‘How would
you know if you don't try?' | think they are right. At least | need
to give myself a chance. Even now, | do not feel that | am good
enough. As the saying goes, it is never too old to learn. | will
continue to move forward, hoping my future self will be what |
imagine.

These are what growth is all about: from success to failure,
every effort made leaves its mark. Failure is inevitable, but what
is important is never to give up and always believe tomorrow |
will be a better self.
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