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5B Robin Zhong Fascinated by the contrast between
prosperity and devastation, tradition and technology, | have
found this trip memorable, with each of the places I have
visited standing out from each other. | hope all other
countries, Hong Kong likewise, should also conserve their
history as such was, whether it’s buildings, items, or even
war, as each of them holds a story from the past, whether it's
good or bad, since one can still find the beauty in those
stories.

5B Cheng Siu Hei Germany has had its fair share of history, and historical
disasters. Surprisingly, Germans have managed to keep both of them perfectly
intact for future Germans to replicate, either for the better or for the

worse. Germans have done quite a fantastic job rebuilding the old towns that
were destroyed by Allied bombing in 1945. These old towns give me a brief

To read more sharing of students, experience, at least visually, into what life used to be centuries ago, and how
please refer to the latest { % %)

vastly the average German experience has changed from beautiful Rothenburg to
whatever is near our Munich hotel. \

5B Tse Long The
architecture | like most in
this trip must be
Bebenhausen Monastery,
with the complex features
of Romanesque and
Gothic styles, offering
visitors a unique blend of
history, culture, and
natural beauty. |
remember | spent more
than half of my time in the
dining hall just to listen to
the piano, to feel the
music filling up the hall
and the sense of sacred
holiness. From art and
music to food and
historical landmarks, each
aspect of German culture
offers profound insights
into the nation’s identity.

5C Poon Shing Hei When | first set foot in Munich, the heart of Bavaria and the third largest metropolis in Germany,
the first thing that caught my eye was the Gothic architecture like the churches there. At the city center was the most
iconic Neues Rathaus (New Town Hall) and Fruenkirche (church), build in 1867 and 1486 respectively. The preservation
of historic buildings in Munich was extraordinary. With the development of cities, a combination of old and new is
common in Germany.

5F Chan Ngai Fung Despite the negative historical connotations associated with leaders like Wilhelm Il and Hitler
who led Germany in the First and Second World Wars, they too possessed a spirit of meticulousness. Throughout both
World Wars, the design of the German military uniforms was considered among the most stylish. The well-tailored
cuts exuded elegance within their solemnity, with some attributing the design to Hitler's interest in art. Whether true
or not, the iterations of these uniforms through many modifications exemplify their pursuit of perfection in all
endeavors. After the journey, | realized that what | learned from Germany was not just practical knowledge but more
of an attitude.
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5A Lau Ho Laam Alva It is my great honour to have participated in the
International Genetically Engineered Machine competition (iIGEM). As the
leader of our team, | have experienced a transformative year. A year ago, |
was an inexperienced student unfamiliar with biotechnology and unaware
of its profound impact on our lives. However, through iGEM, | had the
opportunity to delve into the contributions of biotechnology to society and
its numerous benefits.

In November of last year, we travelled to Paris to compete with other iGEM
teams from all over the world. This provided us with invaluable
opportunities to engage with leading scientists and professors from
prestigious universities. We also exchanged project ideas with other teams,
gaining new insights and expanding our horizons. The most exhilarating
aspect was presenting our ideas in front of judges and the public. This
experience bolstered my confidence and courage. Additionally, | made
friends with like-minded students who also had a strong passion for
biology. The time spent in Paris was truly unforgettable.

s

5A Chan Tsz Yau The highlight of the whole experience, undoubtedly, was
the trip to Paris in November. We visited various must-go spots in Paris,
capturing a lot of photos. Moreover, we participated in the iGEM Jamboree,
where we socialized with the members from other iGEM teams worldwide.
Notwithstanding facing challenges out of the blue, | managed to overcome
them with the support of our teachers and teammates. Our determination
did pay off when we received the Gold Medal with two nominations, which
was truly a remarkable feat.

Throughout the year-long iGEM journey, | have created many wonderful
memories. | have learnt not only valuable biology-related skills but also
developed communications abilities. Most importantly, | have learnt how to
make the impossible possible. Without a doubt, joining iGEM is one of the
best decisions | have made in my life!
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