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Germany 9-Day Study Tour 2023 - 24

An Eye-opening Journey to the Past and Present of Germany
6B Zhong Robin Mingyue

It has been a while since the day | set off to the
airport with my luggage and passport in hand, sitting at
the gate with my friends next to me, and talking about all
the things we wished to do together for the next week.
Honestly, | travel quite often, but traveling with so many
of my friends and teachers is definitely an experience
unlike any other.

To be frank, the program has caught my attention
since the day it was announced. As an avid European
history enthusiast and an individual filled with curiosity, |
just had to go for the knowledge (and aesthetics!).

It's hard to describe, perhaps it was the weather, but
from the moment we landed in Munich it was definitely
giving off a wonderful vibe. | like focusing on the beauty
of things, so the buildings there have especially caught
my attention. Whether it is the Gothic-style Town Hall
at Marienplatz, or the Frauenkirche, they have all been
a pleasant delight to behold. The view while we were =
walking around the city was also stunning.

Another remarkable place is Augsburg, with its rich
history in trade and water, features the Golden Hall in the
town hall—everything | love about European architecture: lavish, strictly detailed, and filled with paintings! | do have an interest
in religion although | don't have one, | enjoy learning about the behaviors of the people who do, and mythologies in general.
The paintings on the ceiling symbolize the four rivers of Augsburg as humans, with Augsburg the goddess, such designs were
also found on the fountains of Augsburg, which | find quite amusing.

Probably because I’'m a really big fan of lavish designs covered in
gold and paintings on the ceilings, Ludwigsburg palace made me have
daydreams about living there. Honestly, the Rococo style hallways, the
¢ sculptures, the ceiling design with an optical illusion, is more than enough
% for me to fall in love immediately. It would be a dream come true to watch
a play at the palace theater, or honestly just sitting for hours in a random
corner in a random room would be enough, a feast to my eyes | would say.
Unfortunately | was hoping to see more of the garden, but regardless of
that, it is still one of my favorite places during this trip.

Speaking of architecture, of course | would never forget about the

Al %= Monastery and Palace Bebenhausen. The designs and the references to
religion on the walls were perfect, striking a great balance between beauty and solemnity. You can see the long history it has
gone through just by looking at the walls and walking around the area, as if it had taken me back in time. | especially loved the
garden in the center of the monastery. | guess it would be a great place for me to just sit there for an entire afternoon, | mean,
that's what the monks did back in 1189.

As | mentioned, of course | don’t only focus on the aesthetics of the
places we’ve been to. I've always been keen to learn about history. Since |
have studied WW2 history in quite some detail both in Hong Kong and in
the US (for fun), stepping foot into a real concentration camp in Dachau
has definitely made me feel more emotions than before. There was a heavy
sense of sorrow, even though the war ended long ago. Seeing it with my
own eyes really brought me a mix of feelings. Those in the camp were
living under drastic conditions, and there was no sign of hope to be seen
anywhere. The large crematorium served as a killing facility where victims
were deceptively offered a “shower” and then poisoned to death. It’s very
heartbreaking to hear about the experiences inside the concentration

T BTG ~ AR~ BT U ARA MR - RRMIE R - B ERT bR - a4 : 2



camp, | really can’t imagine the devastation and abuse they had gone through, before being absolutely erased from existence
(unless you had brought a suitcase in with your name, and was kept well until now).

The ZGMA museum also showcased a lot of items from WW2, the uniforms of Nazis, their propaganda, their personal
items... and more. What really aroused my interest was the Hitler Youth, where children were taught from a very young age
about the Nazi’s ideals and beliefs and were brainwashed into supporting their Fiihrer without question, it’s sad to see how
innocent children were forced to comply with a set of morals that were extreme and cruel, but unfortunately, children are the
easiest to manipulate, | guess that’s why the Nazi’s were so successful in doing so much evil.

Besides WW2 history, I’'ve also learned a lot about the history of technology and science on this trip. The Deutsches
museum, one of the largest science and technology museums in the world showcased the development of items in different
industries from over a century ago. As Germany has always been known to have some of the best technologies in the world for
many years, it was still very surprising to see so much stuff that we still use now being created decades ago. The Porsche and
BMW museum have also been quite interesting, although | don’t know much about cars, they had top tier engines and high
quality designs that make me want to own one as well, and I’'m a bit more interested in cars now.

In conclusion, | enjoy the contrast between prosperity and devastation, tradition and technology. It has really helped each
place stand out from the previous ones, very memorable. | hope that other places would also conserve their history in such a
way, whether it’s buildings, items, or even war, each of them holds a story from before, and | hope more and more people can
learn about history, whether it’s good or bad, you can still find the beauty in those stories.

What | Have Learnt From This Memorable Trip
5A Yau Sing Kiu Galaxy

In this fruitful 9-day trip to Germany, we visited historical monuments,
museums, as well as small but charming towns located in the suburbs. Here, I'd
like to share a few remarkable places | visited, things | learnt, and how | feel.

One of the most unforgettable places | visited was the Dachau Concentration
Camp in Munich. Everything that happened from before World War Il to after
World War Il was all presented to visitors monumentally, in photos and exhibition
boards with historical documents and precise descriptions in words. | got to
know the lives of prisoners in the camp, like the horrible way they were killed
without dignity instead of getting paid after working.

What hit me hard was seeing photos of starving, skinny people with their
bones showing under the skin, not to mention the burnt, naked dead bodies that were stacked and abandoned just in the
middle of the road in the camp. Everything that had sounded like untouchable stories was right in front of my eyes, truly
portrayed. The rulers of Germany during that period really made a big mistake by mass-murdering thousands and thousands of
people in an inhumane way, creating broken families and traumas.

Of course, as history tells us, these monsters had their consequences. Therefore, after visiting the camp, | truly understood
why people always say, “We shouldn’t make the same mistakes people made before.” As long as human beings remember things
that happened in concentration camps, | am sure there won’t be things so inhumane happening anymore. Moreover, now |
think that “Nazi party” and “concentration camps” are nothing to joke about, because of the horrible historical facts | learned in
the camp.

There were also things that were less heavy and fun to learn. At the BMW and the Porsche Museum, | got to know a lot
more about cars—both old ones and new ones—the companies’ developments, and how they managed to do business and
expand. It felt great seeing cool and old-fashioned cars there.

In city tours (or town tours) in Karlsruhe, Rothenburg, and Munich, | saw grand churches (mostly Catholic), some with the
popular Gothic style prevalent in Europe, featuring pointed arches and stained glass windows. It’s harder to find those kinds
of buildings in Hong Kong, but they are everywhere in Germany. You get to immerse yourself in the beauty of the buildings
surrounding you. This is definitely a special experience.

Apart from that, each building has its own history. It is fun connecting the history of architecture to the history | learnt
at school. Again, things that seemed kind of imaginary during history lessons were all in front of my eyes, so | am definitely
stunned.

To wrap up, | would say the trip changed my view on history and let me experience things and views | have never been able
to experience before. It’s definitely a trip | will never forget!
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IGEM2024 Paris Jamboree Competition

My Journey Towards Medicine
P 5B Yu Yuet Hei

articipating in iGEM has been the best decision | have ever made, enriching my academic year in countless ways. Over
a year of preparation, involving more than 40 team members and extensive travel, iGEM provided me with opportunities | could
not have imagined.

First and foremost, iGEM enabled me to explore topics beyond traditional textbooks. My project, which focused on treating
non-small cell lung cancer with KAPI and Cordyceps, was incredibly rewarding. Engaging with KRAS and PDEDelta interactions
and conducting wet lab testing would have been impossible without this experience. As a secondary school student, | gained
hands-on experience in intricate lab procedures, creating lasting memories of conducting cell cultures and cytotoxicity tests
with my peers. The exhilaration of observing my first well-grown cell plate is a moment | will cherish. Insightful interviews with
experts, particularly with Professor Mok, expanded my understanding of lung cancer and instilled inspiring life values.

In terms of personal growth, iGEM honed my attention to detail through various educational activities. | learned to consider
the needs of diverse students when designing materials, and organizing these initiatives built my confidence. Interacting with
professors and students from different backgrounds significantly enhanced my public speaking skills and nurtured valuable soft
skills.

Lastly, attending the Grand Jamboree in Paris was awe-inspiring. Witnessing individuals from diverse backgrounds unite for a
common purpose was profound. Engaging in conversations with peers from various nations exposed me to innovative ideas and
fresh perspectives.

In conclusion, iIGEM has enriched my academic year while fostering personal growth and global connections. It is truly the
most valuable and memorable competition | have ever participated in.

Not Only "iGEM", But Also "WeGEM"
A 5C Yeung Hoi Pok

s the team leader of this year's LMC iGEM team, | have truly come to appreciate the critical role that efficient and
effective communication strategies play within our team throughout the year. Misunderstandings occasionally arose due
to a lack of awareness about each other's tasks, which sometimes led to duplicated efforts stemming from insufficient
communication. Additionally, managing a team of over 10 members made it clear that strong communication among team
members was indispensable to prevent chaos. Furthermore, we occasionally faced delays in the transmission of information
between the six schools that comprised our joint-school team. All of these
experiences underscore the fact that effective communication strategies are
vital to the success of any team.

In addition to understanding the importance of communication
strategies, | also learned the significance of inclusivity within our society. In
late July, we organized the ‘Inclusive Community Workshop’ for deaf students
and individuals with disabilities. Recognizing that disadvantaged groups often
have limited learning opportunities, we aimed to share knowledge related
to synthetic biology with them through this workshop. When participants
shared the obstacles they faced in their daily school lives, it prompted me to
reflect on a pressing question: Are we providing enough support for them
to achieve social equity? Social equity means ensuring that all individuals,
regardless of their background, have equal rights to enjoy similar outcomes
in society. This commitment to fostering social equity in education has left a
profound impact on our initiative.

Lastly, | would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all the team
members, teachers, students, instructors, professors, and doctors who 3
supported us throughout this year. Without each and every one of them,
achieving the gold medal and being nominated as one of the global top five
in modeling and education would not have been possible. This honor truly |
belongs to everyone who has contributed to our project!

EREE  WARSMERIE - £5:16



Circuits, Courage, and Cross-Cultural Wisdom:
A Robotics Odyssey in America
4F Chan Ting Yu

M y 9-day journey to the U.S.—a blend of robotics competition and cultural exploration—left me awestruck, humbled,
and eager to share the unforgettable lessons | learnt.

The trip began with a grueling
12-hour time difference and my first
encounter with jet lag. As my biology
teacher had warned, the long flight left
my legs swollen—a vivid lesson in blood
circulation. Exhausted yet exhilarated for
the coming challenge, we dove into last-
minute preparations. Technical glitches
in our robot’s programming tested our BEEE-
nerves, but teamwork prevailed. -

The competition’s pinnacle was
presenting our project to the judges: a
single chance to showcase months of
hard work! Holding my breath, | delivered
flawlessly—a moment of pride | will
forever cherish.

From Cha Lau to the U.S.

Between rounds, we explored other teams’ innovations. Among them, Taiwan’s “Mars Boys” stood out with wheelchairs
tailored to diverse needs, such as voice-controlled models for users with limb differences and sensor-equipped hat accessories
for the visually impaired. For me, their empathy-driven designs redefined what technology should achieve.

Beyond the competition, museum visits broadened my horizons. The Michigan Flight Museum mesmerized me with
World War Il aircraft—steel giants that once dodged bullets midair. Equally inspiring was an exhibition honouring women who
engineered planes and bombs during the Cold War, a testament to five million unsung heroines.

This trip was more than a contest; it was a portal to global perspectives. If | were invited again, I'd say “yes” without
hesitation. Robotics, I've learned, is not just circuits and code—it’s a bridge connecting cultures, histories, and human stories.

ROBOFEST World Championship 2025 USA
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What | have learnt from Japan Excursion

4A Fang Yudi

During this Easter holiday, my fellow schoolmates and | embarked on this spectacular journey to Takamatsu to
attend the Setouchi Triennale.

In this seven-day adventure, | broadened my horizons and deepened my understanding of Japan's unique
customs and culture. Additionally, | enhanced my appreciation for art, design, and craftsmanship. Moreover, | have made
magnificent progress in getting along with my schoolmates.

In terms of Japan’s unigue customs and culture, | tried many local foods including tempura, sukiyaki, sashimi,
and many more. Japan’s architecture techniques also left me in awe. When we visited the Kotohira-gu Shrine, | was
stunned by the exquisite details of the wood carvings and the overall design of the shrines. All of this revealed the culture
of ancient Japan. It was a memorable experience.

Regarding my knowledge of art, design, and craftsmanship, we visited many art sites at the Setouchi Triennale,
such as the large pumpkin sculptures by Yayoi Kusama, the Teshima Art Museum, and the Yokai Art Museum in
Shodoshima. These museums exhibit numerous artworks by various artists worldwide, including masterpieces such as
oil paintings by Claude Monet. Inside the Takamatsu Art Museum, | encountered the masterpiece of fine line pen artist
Edward Gorey. | really appreciate his style of drawing and the way the museum presents his artworks. My favorite piece
is his illustrations for The Hapless Child, a tragedy describing the life of a little girl. His art style inspired me to incorporate
fine line pen elements into my own works. From this trip, | gained a deeper understanding of different drawing styles and
deepened my passion for art.

When enjoying life, time flies. Right now, | am sitting on the plane to Hong Kong. Over the past few days, | had
a marvelous time with everyone in Takamatsu. | wholeheartedly recommend this study tour to everyone; | am sure you
will have a wonderful time in Japan!
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Innovative Technology Learning

2025 Azure Al Service x Python x Data Science Course

I 4A Lo Hiu Yau

joined the 2025 Azure Al Service x Python x Data Science Course and learned a variety of useful skills and
knowledge. The teacher guided us step by step, making the lessons manageable even for those not very confident
in coding. The course combines Python coding with Al, enabling us to complete more tasks efficiently. For example,
we used Azure’s change point detector and matplotlib to transform data into different charts for analysis. This
method is more convenient and precise than traditional ways of showing data trends

To me, this course has broadened my horizons. | now understand better the connection between Al and
coding, and how we can harness Al’s power to simplify coding tasks. Beyond Al, the course exposed us to real-life
programming applications. For instance, | had the chance to write code for practical projects, such as building a
library system for borrowing and returning books. This helped me understand how such systems really work and
gave me the confidence to build one myself.

All in all, this course offers an excellent opportunity to explore Al and Python, giving a glimpse of university-
level Al and coding courses and helping you discover whether you are truly interested in these fields.

4C Fan Bless

-I:is course allowed me to experiment freely with Python while being guided by an experienced mentor,
creating a great learning environment for beginner programmers. The challenges were well balanced — not too
difficult to cause frustration but engaging
enough to keep me motivated. Through the
course, | learned to use Python to visualize
large data sets in multiple ways and integrate
Artificial Intelligence to better sort and
analyze data, revealing new insights. | also
learned about classes and how to use them
to create a user login system, despite being a
novice coder.

| highly recommend this course to
amateur coders who want to improve their
skills and learn what Python can do. Overall,
| learned a lot and greatly enjoyed my
experience.
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Robotic Training Course

1A Zhu Elizabeth

First, | would like to thank Mr. Lee and Mr. Cheung for allowing me to participate. Training for the World
Robot Olympiad has been a rewarding and meaningful experience, teaching me much about teamwork and
communication.

When | was first asked to form a team, | invited my two closest friends, who happily agreed. We built the first
version of our robot in two training sessions. During the early sessions, one friend was often left out, and we all
noticed this. After a conversation, we learned she no longer had time for the project and introduced a friend to
replace her.

In the following weeks, we rebuilt the robot multiple times because the original design wasn’t sturdy enough.
Disagreements about whether to rebuild again caused tension, and eventually, the team shrank to two members.

This experience taught me a lot about team management. Finally, | wish our team the best of luck in the WRO!

STEM Day
3A Tang Chun Hang

Last year, all F2 students participated in an air cushion boat competition, where we designed and built
our own boats and raced against other teams on an obstacle-filled track. This event significantly enhanced my skills
in robotics, problem-solving, and teamwork.

During the design and construction phases, | learned basic engineering principles such as lightness and
propulsion, which are essential for making an effective hovercraft.

Programming the hovercraft was another important part of the competition. | gained hands-on coding
experience using a controller to navigate the craft through obstacles efficiently. This helped me understand how
coding is a vital part of robotics.

Moreover, the competition strengthened our teamwork and communication skills. Working with my peers
taught me the importance of sharing and listening to ideas. We faced challenges like a malfunctioning motor
and design flaws, but solved them quickly through teamwork. Overall, the hovercraft competition was a valuable
experience that prepared me well for future robotics and engineering projects.
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First year at BLMCSS

As | look back on my first year teaching Biology and Junior Science at BLMCSS, | am
filled with gratitude for the experiences that have shaped my journey. This year has not only
been about imparting knowledge but also about personal growth and building meaningful
relationships with my students and colleagues.

Ms Leung Ting Kan

From the outset, | was welcomed into a school community that embodies care, joy,
and support. The environment is vibrant, filled with laughter and learning, which has made my
transition smooth and enjoyable. The nurturing atmosphere encourages students to express
themselves openly, fostering a sense of belonging that is vital for their development. One of
the most rewarding aspects of my role has been interacting with my Biology students. Each day
presents new opportunities to engage with their curious minds, and | have been consistently
amazed by their enthusiasm for science. Whether it is during a lively discussion about the
intricacies of cellular processes or hands-on experiments that spark their imaginations, | have
learned to appreciate the unique perspectives each student brings to the classroom. This has
not only enriched my teaching but has also deepened my understanding of the importance of
student-centered learning.

Throughout this year, | have experienced incredible kindness from both my colleagues
and students. My colleagues have been exceptionally supportive, offering guidance and sharing
resources that have eased my transition into this demanding role. Their willingness to lend
a helping hand—Dbe it through collaborative lesson studies or simply sharing a cup of coffee
during a hectic day—has made a significant difference. This sense of community has not only
lightened my workload but has also fostered a sense of camaraderie that makes the challenges
of our profession more manageable.

The kindness | have witnessed from my students has been equally heart-warming. |
recall moments when a student offered to help a classmate who was struggling with a concept
or when they expressed their appreciation for my efforts. These small gestures have reinforced
my belief in the power of empathy and support in the classroom. It reminds me that education
is not just about academic success; it is also about nurturing a culture of kindness and respect.

Balancing work and life has been a challenge, yet it has also been a catalyst for my
growth. | have had to develop better time management skills and prioritize tasks effectively.
In these moments of overwhelm, the kindness of my colleagues and the enthusiasm of my
students have been sources of strength. Their support motivates me to push through the
challenges and remain committed to my students’ growth.

My students often remind me of why | chose this path; their eagerness to learn and
grow fuels my motivation. | strive to create an environment where my students feel safe to
ask questions, make mistakes, and learn from them. Moreover, | have witnessed remarkable
growth among my students, which has been a source of immense pride.

As | look ahead to the coming year, | am excited about the possibilities for further
growth—both for myself and for my students. My first year of teaching at BLMICSS has been
a transformative journey. | have grown as an educator, learned the value of collaboration,
and forged meaningful relationships with my students and colleagues. The kindness | have
experienced from both groups has enriched my experience and reinforced the importance
of empathy in education. | am grateful for the supportive environment of this school. | look
forward to continuing this journey, nurturing the minds of my students and fostering their
growth.
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Exploring Germany: A Precious Opportunity for
Enrichment

Mr. Lee Yan Chun

As one of the teachers-in-charge, | am really glad to have spent 9 meaningful and fruitful days
in Germany with the 30 lovely participants. | am sure the trip has been an enriching experience that has
opened their eyes in numerous ways. Our itinerary covered spots related to science and technology as
well as history and culture, providing ample chances for students to broaden their horizons.

Visiting the Deutsches Museum was a highlight, as it showcased the incredible advancements
in science and technology. Students were particularly fascinated by the exhibits on renewable energy
and innovative engineering. The tours of BASF, BMW, and Porsche museums provided a deep dive
into chemical engineering as well as the automotive industry’s evolution and its impact on global
transportation. Additionally, observing Augsburg's water management system illustrated Germany’s
commitment to sustainability and efficient resource management.

The historical aspect of the
tour was both poignant and
educational. A visit to the
Dachau concentration camp
. served as a solemn reminder of
: 3, the past and the importance of

remembering history to prevent
similar atrocities. Exploring the
- grandeur of historical sites, such
~ as Ludwigsburg Palace and ZGMA
War Museum, deepened students’
understanding of Germany's
complex historical narrative.

Students also made strides in their language and communication skills. Reading menus and
attempting to pick up some German was a rewarding challenge. For instance, having seen the word in
the menu (and actually ordering it) for more than 10 times within the week, students have learned the
German word for apple juice (Apfelsaft). Making orders in a foreign language has also boosted their
confidence in conversational settings.

Experiencing cultural differences was eye-opening to them. Outdoor dining, for example, came
with its own set of challenges, like dealing with bugs! Visits to local supermarkets also highlighted the
variations in shopping habits and product availability.

Finally, the university visit and alumni sharing sessions provided valuable insights into lifestyle
choices and career planning. Engaging in conversations with alumni helped students reflect on their own
aspirations and how to navigate their future career path.

All in all, this study tour to Germany was a transformative experience that enriched students’
understanding of science, history, culture, and personal development. It is exactly through a tour like this
that they gain new knowledge with a renewed sense of independence and curiosity about the world,
which is what our school hopes to cultivate in them. For any of you reading this, students or parents, do
remember to grasp the opportunity and enroll in study tours in the coming years!
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English Week
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English Language

Healthy Campus

Topics on a healthy diet, exercise and sports and the building of self-image have

Module materials include all four skills: reading,

been introduced to all forms.

writing, listening and speaking.

Learning Community
1. Gifted Education

This is the third year that Literature is integrated into the F.1 and F.2 curricula.

The first unit “Poetry” aims to introduce students to the works of various
poets such as Pablo Neruda and Carol Ann Duffy whilst instilling in them an

appreciation for literary terminology and the concepts that underpin the study
of literature. The next unit of work, novels, introduces students to a different

literary genre whilst further developing their creative expression, usage, reading

comprehension and literary analysis.

Site-based curriculum materials have been tailor-made for each unit of work

and each unit of work is assessed using a comprehensive student-friendly
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rubric, culminating in an end-of-term examination. Continuous, authentic assessment and formative
feedback are prioritized at every stage in the delivery of the curriculum.

2. Learning across the Curriculum is fully implemented in the junior forms to enhance students’ learning
motivation and encourage inter-departmental cooperation.

i. Reading across the Curriculum (RaC) is promoted from F.1 to F.3 throughout the year. Students are
encouraged to read Language Across the Curriculum Readers (LAC Readers) and finish book reports
to learn about Geography, History, Maths, and Science. Students are given total freedom to choose
what books and subject materials they would like to read.

ii. F.2 students have to give a presentation to teach their classmates about the vocabulary related to
Geography in English oral lessons. This activity not only builds students’ confidence and brushes
up their oral skills but also fosters their creativity and critical thinking skills, preparing them for
Geography lessons.

Their script-dubbing project has allowed them to incorporate skills that they have learned in ICT
lessons into the English lessons.

iii. F.3 students collaboratively worked with their classmates to write drama scripts in the English drama
lessons. While the script-writing process encouraged students’ creativity, appreciating their peer’s
work could also help students develop a critical mind. Classes are conducted by both the Drama
Teacher and English teachers. Their final products are then presented in the form of an inter-class
competition.

3. Self-regulated learning

To encourage students to be more aware of their learning, three to four SRL projects are introduced
in F.1 and F.2 writing in the form of focus marking.

Serving School

Elements of national security, global identity and serving the community have been integrated into

all E1 - 5 modules. These topics include IT security, sportsmanship, career planning, understanding

different cultures, endangered animals in China and charity.

Open Competitions

i. A total of 29 students participated in the 76th Hong Kong Speech Festival (English) in Solo Verse

Speaking, Dramatic Duologue and Public Speaking. Our students did an excellent job under the
guidance of our teachers. They were awarded 2 champions, 4 first runner-ups and 4 second
runner-ups.

ii. This year, BLMCSS’s debating club has grown considerably with the addition of a junior team
comprised entirely of form 1 students. Overall, in addition to more student helpers and
auditors, our little club has now doubled in size. Both junior and senior teams continue to refine
their debating prowess having already completed 4 HKSSDC rounds this year. The senior team
has also continued to offer their support and guidance in mentoring our youngest members on
their path to glory.

Scrabble

The school team (members: Kang Yuet (1A), Tse Ching Ki (1C), Chan Chak Tim (3D) and Kang
Cheuk (3E) )won the runner-up award in the 9th Shatin Secondary Schools English Scrabble
Competition (2025). Kang Cheuk (3E) achieved the overall individual third place, as well as the
High Game Award and the Bingo Machine Award. Chan Chak Tim (3D) won the Best Newcomer
Award. Kang Yuet (1A) was awarded the title of Best Player.

BOXEEM > FERENAEMSZTEAT  FHREEENZHERIE - B5:2




Kang Cheuk (3E) won the U14 Champion title at the Hong Kong Scrabble Challenge 2024 (4 Aug
2024) and the Hong Kong Team Champion title at the East Asian Scrabble Championship 2025 (in
Kyoto, 5 Apr 2025).

Wong Tin Yuet (3C) won the Best Newcomer Award at the 7th Joint-School Scrabble
Tournament for Novices (2024-2025).

iv. Mok Shing Hin (4A) was shortlisted in the Fiction Group 4 category at the Hong Kong Young
Writers Awards 2025 with the theme “New Tales of China’s Dinosaurs,” while Chow Ho Ching (2E)
and Yum Yat Nok (2B) received honorable mentions for their works.

Other School Activities

1. INK magazine

The editorial team has shown incredible enthusiasm and diligence this year in bringing student’s ideas
to fruition. They have contributed countless hours and maintained their positivity and humor under
the shadow of academic and ECA deadlines. In spite of it all, they are learning and having fun. What
makes this year particularly memorable is the sheer number of contributions which, like our debating
enrollment, has also doubled in size. It is encouraging to see so many students taking risks in sharing
their work.

2. Toastmasters

New for this year, the English department pioneered a Toastmaster’s club; an International, nonprofit
educational organization that builds confidence and teaches public speaking skills through a worldwide
network of clubs that meet online and in person. Members prepare and deliver speeches, respond to
impromptu questions, and give and receive constructive feedback. It is through this regular practice
that members meet personal communication goals and increase their confidence in speaking in front
of an audience. Founded in 1924, the organization is headquartered in Englewood, Colorado with
approximately 270,000 members in more than 14,000 clubs in 150 countries.

So far, student feedback has been overwhelmingly positive as they strive to increase their confidence in
speaking in front of an audience. Although challenging for some, it has been wonderful to see so many
come out of their shells.

3. F.4 students attended an IELTS talk organized by the British Council.

4. Inter-class competitions were held for junior form students, including F.1 Storytelling
Competition, F.2 Script-dubbing Competition and F.3 English Drama Presentation.
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+ + KEH Home Economics

Healthy Campus
Each Home Economics lesson contains some information relating to different aspects of nutrition and
healthy lifestyle. These topics are discussed with students as well as integrated into the practical cooking
sessions. Where possible, fresh fruits and vegetables are included in the recipes which means the students
have a chance to practise preparing and cooking with primary ingredients and can also try new tastes. Most
recipes used in Home Economics lessons contain tailor-made nutritional label information which can serve
as a basis for a discussion around nutritional content and health benefits of these recipes.

Learning Community
Students working in teams of 3 to 5 are guided to progressively use their own initiative and work more
independently. Wherever possible, opportunities are given to gifted students to work on a project that is
appropriately challenging for them. All students in F2 and F3 evaluate their own performance in teamwork,
time management, preparation, execution and their general attitude to learning during every lesson.

Serving School
Where possible and appropriate, students help with school-wide activities ( such as admission day or P6
experience day ) . Dishes related to national identity are prepared with students in each of the forms.
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* CUHK Summer Program for Gifted & Talented 2024 CUHK 5 F1,F3,F5
( Courses : Introduction to Psychology, Looking into Abnorma

Psychology, Aspects of Chinese Medicine, Solving Algebraic

Equations, Introductory Mathematical Thinking and Problem Solving

Skills )

* Science Academy for Young Talent CUHK 3 F4, F5
( Courses : Relativity and Particle Physics, Mysteries in the Atomic
World, Essentials of Organic Chemistry )
* Enrichment Programme for Young Mathematics Talents 2024 CUHK 3 F4

( Courses : Introduction to Discrete Mathematics, Towards

Differential Geometry )

*Data Science Course (Level lll): Exchange in Shanghai of CSDI HKAGE 1 F.5
Awards 2024
*HKU Academy for the Talented HKU 4 F4

( Courses : HKU Medify: Summer Immersion Programme 2024, HKU

Medical and Healthcare Academy for the Talented, HKU Neuroscience
Academy for the Talented, HKU STEM Academy for the Talented )

*Learning Classroom for Secondary School Students (Summer 2024) | City U 2 F4

( Courses : The Magical Small World: Why are Microorganisms

Important to Us, Application of Biomedical sciences in our daily life )

hE /) REEERE 2024 HKUST 2 F4, F5
( %12 . Chemistry Level 1, Life science )
Web-based Learning Courses for Gifted/More Able Students EDB,HKAGE 1 F1

( Course : Mathematics )

Science Academy for Young Talent CUHK 1 F.5

( Course : Biological Science Student Knowledge Enhancement
Course )
CUHK Winter Program for Gifted & Talented 2024 CUHK 5 F1,F2, F5
( Courses : Aspects of Chinese Medicine, Introduction to psychology,
Workshop on Debate and Public Speaking Skills, Biochemistry

Immunity and infectious Il, Introduction to Advanced Mathematics -
The World of Mathematics and Science )
Aerosim Inter-school Aviation Tournament 2025 Aerosim (HK) 4 F2,F3
Limited

Legal Academy Student Chapters 2025 HKU 1 F3
HKU Easter Taster Programme 2025 HKU 3 F3,F4
CUHK Spring Program for Gifted & Talented 2025 CUHK 2 F4

( Course : Biochemistry and Disease IlI')

TERHBEES ) RIMERSERE EDB, HKAGE, |1 F.5
(AR ALESEMst 2N ENTETTE) CUHK

BT CER T MERHESN -

THEEFEEREN  RELETRE  WRATEET - p5:4
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Reading Beyond the Page:
Teaching Literature for Empathy and Insight

Ms. Lai Chin Ching

To teach Literature is to invite students into a deep conversation that stretches across time
and space. In our classroom, we read not only for understanding but for empathy. Through
stories, the boundaries of the self begin to blur. Students learn to see the world through
another’s perspective, inhabiting lives not their own, even if only for a few pages at a time.

Each piece we read becomes a new landscape to explore. We linger over the author’s
brushstrokes and explore how the choice of words and subtle literary features like imagery,
metaphor, and simile build atmosphere and reveal the heart of a character. Through close
reading, students begin to notice how a single phrase can change the temperature of a scene,
how a line of dialogue can reveal a hidden longing or fear. We dissect STEAL techniques- speech,
thoughts, effects on others, actions, and looks—not just to analyze, but to understand how
these elements breathe life into a story.

But the learning does not end with analysis. There is a quiet thrill in seeing students take
what they have uncovered and use it in their own writing. They experiment with figurative
language, try on new voices, and craft scenes and characters of their own. In this way, Literature
becomes not just something to be studied, but a living art that they can shape and create.

Literature is also a window into the world, into the minds and hearts of others. Through
poetry, stories, and novels, students meet characters with hopes, fears, and vulnerabilities not
so different from their own. Reading about the struggles and triumphs of others helps students
recognize their own feelings, and perhaps find comfort in knowing that whatever they are
facing, someone, somewhere—perhaps in the pages of a story—has felt it too.

During our class discussions, the chorus of voices that fills our classroom reveals that reading
literature is not about finding the one correct answer. It is about each student bringing their
own interpretation, their own emotional response to the words on the page. We read, not to be
correct, but to ponder, to question, to feel, and to empathize.

For me, ultimately, to teach Literature is to open a door with the students—a door that does
not close with the last page of Wonder, Skellig, or The Diary of Anne Frank. These stories are not
destinations, but beginnings to a lifelong journey of understanding, of growth, and of learning
to read both the world and ourselves with patience, depth, and a sense of wonder that | hope
will linger in our students’ hearts long after they leave the classroom.
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Students’ Sharing
1C Tse Ching Ki

Have you ever encountered a scene that lingers in your thoughts long after you close the
book? One of my favourite scenes in Wonder is when Jack Will chooses to sit with Auggie
instead of the popular kids. This simple act marks the beginning of their heartfelt friendship.

In life, we often choose to fit in rather than follow our hearts. Jack’s friend group are the
untouchable “cool kids”; Auggie is the “freak.” Yet Jack ignores them and sits with Auggie
regardless of what others might think. In reality, many would avoid the “freak” of the class. You
might think, as a wholesome person, you wouldn’t, but let’s be real—we all would, afraid of
the same fate. The fact that Jack threw his reputation away to make a true friend is something
we should see more often. Who else will provide love and acceptance in a world that needs it
most?

1D Wong Ngo Ching

This year, reading Wonder became a meaningful classroom experience. | enjoyed following
Auggie’s journey from fearing school to building friendships. Before studying English Literature,
| saw reading as a compulsory task, but Literature allows me to truly “feel” the stories. |
used to be a shy speaker, but Wonder made me want to defend and speak up for characters
| appreciate. Also, class discussions reveal perspectives from peers that inspire me to notice
details | missed when reading alone. | would advise students to “read and think.” Interrogate
the text rather than just reading it. Question the characters’ motives and connect the stories to
your own life!

2A Lam Kareen

Literature is not as complicated as you might think; it helps improve your writing by
appreciating others’ work. But it is also challenging. You may run out of ideas or be unable to
find the perfect word to describe a scene—and that’s okay. Everyone who writes has faced
these challenges. Believe it or not, the character Mina in Skellig inspired me. She drew to
express herself and once told Michael, “The more you draw, the better you get at it.” The same
goes for writing. It encouraged me to keep writing and not worry about mistakes. Remember,
not everything you write has to be a masterpiece. English Literature may sometimes feel forced
upon you, but mastering it means mastering the power to express, inspire, and appreciate.

2B Chow Sze Ki

Studying English Literature has been a rewarding journey, deepening my appreciation for
poetry and novels. In Skellig, Michael’s discovery of the mysterious winged man symbolised
hope and transformation, while Wonder taught me kindness through Auggie’s resilience.
Literature changed how | see reading and writing—not just as skills, but as ways to explore
emotions and ideas. My confidence in analysing texts and expressing myself has grown through
interpreting complex poems. Hearing different perspectives during group discussions opened
my eyes to meanings | had never considered. To future students, | suggest: don’t just read the
words—live them, question them, and let them change how you see the world.
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2D Lau Tin Hei Charis

Studying English Literature greatly benefits us by refining language skills, fostering cross-
cultural understanding, honing critical thinking, nurturing empathy and emotional intelligence,
and inspiring creativity. That’s my conclusion—and here’s why.

| used to believe reading philosophy and psychology was the only way to investigate the
human mind and behaviour. However, Literature helped me realise that through poetry and
novels, we can also understand humanity.

The novel Skellig, for example, made me think about how special each of us is. It reminded
me that how others see us does not matter, because someday we will meet someone who loves
us and knows how extraordinary we are.

| also find analysing poems and novels helpful for improving writing, as we learn a variety of
phrases, expressions, and descriptive techniques from the writers.

English Literature is a vital branch of the World Literature that inspires me, and | believe it
will make a difference in your life, as it did in mine. Its enduring themes of love, truth, goodness,
beauty, life, and wisdom continue to resonate across time and space.

3B Cheng Nga Sze Mia
The English Literature class opened my eyes to a world of masterpieces.

Through analysing and discussing poems, novels, and plays, English Literature changed my
perspective on life. Before the class, | didn’t think much about life. | didn’t see the need to
question things because | thought that’s just how life goes. But after the class, | started to notice
more little things happening around me—for instance, how people’s jealousy or kindness affects
the way they treat others.

| also found it fascinating that there are a million ways to express a single emotion. As |
became more interested, | learned to express myself more effectively through different literary
devices, one of my favourites being metaphor.

English Literature inspired me to push my boundaries, so | applied for a poem competition,
which led to creating The Tragic Folktale—one of my first poems. | drew inspiration from how
folktales are often perceived as an ‘ideal world” when that may not be the case. Completing this
poem really meant a lot to me.

| am truly grateful our school offers English Literature lessons.
3C Wong Tin Yuet

Exploring poetry and novels such as Wonder and Skellig in class deepened my interest in
English Literature and storytelling. Auggie’s bravery and kindness in Wonder inspire empathy.
My learning journey transformed my view of reading, leading to an unexpected connection. In
class, we learned to analyse the emotions and valuable lessons conveyed by writers. By doing
so, | spotted details, found deeper meanings, and enriched my knowledge. | have even started
a poetry book, using skills such as imagery that | have learnt. | feel refreshed after writing
poems and stories whenever | feel down. Literature has become a friend to me, and | encourage
everyone to embrace each text with passion and open your hearts by welcoming this wonderful
friend into your world.
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The fear of the LORD 1s the beginning of wisdom,

and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
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