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Memorable experience for the rest of your life
Ms. SC Cheung

This 5-day exchange tour to Okinawa, Japan was a fabulous experience for me. Before
going to this trip, the only thing | knew about Okinawa was that it is a beautiful island,
renowned for its wonderful weather and people. During the preparation &
process with the students, | started to gain more knowledge of the
past of Okinawa, what happened in Okinawa during World War Il, and
their thoughts on national identity.

| must say that this exchange tour is one of a kind. It did not §
only allow students to learn more about the history of Okinawa, but
also its culture, which is a bit different from mainland Japan, and its
people, who are always very friendly and helpful. From the feedback of
the students, | could tell that they have not only enjoyed it as a trip, but also the friendship
they have strengthened with their friends, and the wonderful learning moments with Professor
Lim, who, through his knowledge and his own experience living with people in Japan, told us
information from politics, to education system, to social welfare system, to the delicious food
and the specialties of Japan, and in particular Okinawa. It is an experience that one could
never have if they travelled to Okinawa with a package tour or on their own.

There are many other wonderful moments that | have enjoyed in the trip. If you wish to
be one of the students joining study tours, make sure you grab the chance whenever the
opportunity comes. You will experience the unexpected and it would be an experience that
you will remember for the rest of your life.
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Castle in the rain, cooing at the fruits and flowers in Pineapple Park, gaping ;
d sea turtles in the massive Churami Aquarium. Yet a
sense of heaviness anchors us down. Every now and then, our tour guide and
the accompanying professor extraordinaire would speak of Okinawa’s hist9ry
in hushed tones. There lies the Japanese Underground Headquarters during
WWII. There is the United States’ Kadena Air Base. Here is the Peace Prayer
Park. Here is the fountain commemorating the slaughtered in WWII. Here is the
only place where the Japanesé had fought on land. This is Japanese, this is
American, this is Okinawan. Here is death, here is death, here is death.
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